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1) My vision is for a state where every person feels safe--in their home and in public places, at all 

times.  The primary steps I took this year were cosponsoring and advocating for HB5, supporting 

ANDVSA reauthorization, and ensuring AWAIC renovations funding were in the state budget. 

AWAIC renovations were absent from the budget until I intervened, so I know I made a difference 

there. 

2) Looking forward, we need to fund both capital and personnel expenses to ensure that there are 

the people and facilities necessary to provide law enforcement and shelter/civil legal services 

capacity statewide. That means pension reform for first responders so law enforcement is staffed, 

investment in shelter and housing (including in hub and rural communities), and continued 

support for Alaska Legal Services Corporation. 

3) The amount of funding necessary to reduce domestic violence/sexual assault pales in 

comparison to most other items in the budget (for example, $400K annually ALSC).  I support 

expanding this funding and have fought for lower PFDs so we can afford these investments. 

4) I have fought for a range of tribal recognition and tribal compacting measures (both law and 

appropriations) that empower tribes to do everything they can locally.  In addition to that, we 

should fund shelter capital projects throughout rural Alaska, which in many cases would be run by 

local non-profits that may be affiliated with tribes. 

5) Extreme turnover and short staffing at OCS undermines our ability to keep kids safe. We need to 

fund, and the Governor needs not to veto, funds that allow our agencies to be staffed adequately.  

Support for tribal compacting also has a significant impact; see above. 

6) This year I supported abolition of child marriage, and I don't support adults having sex with or 

marrying children under the age of 18. 

7) I believe women's reproductive health is a fundamental civil right, and that policy makers never 

will be able to anticipate all the complex circumstances related to an individual's reproductive 

health decisions. As such, I will fight very hard to protect Alaskans' Constitutional right to privacy, 

and I do not support any restriction on abortion access, recognizing that it is an essential form of 

health care. 

8) I introduced and help pass HB 149 (child care trust fund) through the House. When it went to the 

Senate, I was working with Tom Begich and Natasha Von Imhof on amending it to include a 

Housing Trust Fund.  I want to resurrect the Housing Trust Fund concept next year. 

9) There's very clear evidence that abuse and neglect often springs from economic stress and 

poverty. We should be addressing upstream risk factors of domestic violence to reduce the 

incidence of it, while of course intervening and prosecuting perpetrators when abuse does occur. 

10) I am not familiar with policy best practices in this area so would appreciate your guidance. 

11) Yes, the directors of AWAIC and ALSC are neighbors of mine, I work with them all the time, and 

have fought hard and successfully for operating and capital funding for these programs. 


