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1. My vision is that Alaska will be a place that is free from sexual assault and domestic violence, and 

where women do not live in fear of being abused. I am prepared to lead efforts to change the 

situation in Alaska through my role as a legislator. I will sponsor legislation and work actively to 

advocate for changes to our approach to these perennial problems that hit our state harder than 

any other state. 

2. I believe that legislators must play a leading role in this fight to end domestic violence and sexual 

assault. As the voice of the people, legislators should be in turn with their constituents and keenly 

aware of the challenges that so many women and families face because this problem. 

3. Obviously, we must fund programs that address support services for victims. While doing that, we 

also must address the root causes that lead to domestic violence and sexual assault. Supporting 

the victims is critical, but ending the high rates would be the best things that we could accomplish 

as a state. 

4. I have worked with tribal groups through my efforts as a union leader in NEA-Alaska. Empowering 

tribes has proven to be one of the most effective ways to address many issues, including health 

care and school challenges. I believe that we should consider tribal compacting of services that 

address the underlying issues that lead to these problems. 

5. Obviously, children are innocent victims and witness to child abuse, and this should not happen. 

Every child in Alaska deserves a high-quality family environment free from trauma and supportive 

of their development as future productive adults. We must get children out of abusive situations, 

and that means that we have to rely on our social services providers. 

6. Yes. Adults who prey on teenagers under the age of 18 instigate many of the sexual abuse 

problems that we face. I do favor criminalizing this behavior. 

7. I do believe that individuals should control their own reproductive rights and make decisions 

about those rights in consultation with their doctor. I don't believe that the government should 

control a woman's body, and in cases of incest and sexual or domestic assault, a women (or a 

girl) must have the right to decide how to approach reproduction or to have an abortion. 

8. Housing that is separate from the situation where the domestic violence of sexual abuse has 

taken place is essential. I think temporary housing should be provided by the state. 

9. Counselors and social service agencies have a key role to play in addressing these issues, and 

often they can intervene well before an issue become criminal. Domestic violence often erupts 

when other stressors in life are playing a role in the family. Counselors should be ready to 

intervene and offer assistance as soon as the first sign of domestic violence is spotted. 

10. Counseling is a form of health care and should be provided to everyone without regard to income. 

I believe that universal health care is a better way to approach issues of health ad well being for 

the entire community. However, we're not there at this time in Alaska, so additional social 

services must be provided. 



11. I am familiar with local programs in Fairbanks. As a teacher, I have worked very closely with the 

social services networks in our town as an advocate for students. I have visited the shelters that 

are available. 


