
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Lyn Franks 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

Alaska House District 18 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

My vision is simple; we must do better for the women in our state. I recognize that women are not the sole 

victims of domestic violence, and that women are not the sole rape victims, statistically. It is commonly 

known that Alaska has been consistently ranked as the most dangerous place for women in the country, 

which is an untenable situation. We certainly cannot hope to make this state safer for all until we address 

the most basic right to safety for our mothers, our daughters, and sisters. The culture of domestic and 

sexual assault must be challenged and addressed at its root cause. In Alaska 63% of those cited for 

domestic violence were under the influence of alcohol, compared to a 23-41% national average.The 

intersection of mental health, housing instability, and violent acts is irrefutable. We must apply best 

practices and lean in with our experts to build new Alaska-centric strategies that will reduce these 

numbers. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

I believe the Legislature has the responsibility to take action to protect and safeguard victims of domestic 

violence and sexual assault. I am concerned about the limited information gathering that we have 

available, for example, there is no statewide database with reports of domestic violence incidents 

forwarded to law enforcement. We cannot draft a comprehensive system for addressing this violence in 

our tribes and villages without a full understanding of what is happening. 

 

The Legislature and other elected officials must take every action to correct this situation by educating 

ourselves and working hard to be both the advocates and the change the state desperately needs. We 

must follow the experts and the research and implement positive, lasting changes. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 



I am very worried about flat-funding across the state budget, and I tell my constituents we must build a 

fair, balanced budget. It is a myth perpetrated by those who wish to see less government money spent on 

support services that we don’t have enough resources to properly fund our state needs. By ensuring 

everyone in Alaska, including corporations, pay their fair share, we can fund important initiatives properly. 

I will vote to protect and extend services at every opportunity. The future of Alaska depends on exemplary 

care to overcome trauma. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

I believe we must develop an innovative and comprehensive plan to provide multigenerational education 

in addition to support for tribes to provide improved local response for survivors and their families. The 

data is in, this violence harms children, families and communities. We can lead a change that benefits 

everyone, and we must implement programs that turn this wagon around, immediately. Again, we have 

the research, we have the leadership, now we must resolve these heart wrenching trends now. I will not 

stop working with my fellow legislators and constituents to build better pathways moving forward. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

I am an educator and a teacher. I have been in classrooms with kids who are experiencing violence at 

home. We know these experiences negatively impact learning and cognitive development in addition to 

unfavorable mental health and economic outcomes. Several options include: 

1 - Better tracking of the crimes where children are involved. 

2 - We must look to lower the level of both occurrences and recidivism immediately, because what we 

have been doing is NOT working.  

3 - I would consider discussing stronger consequences for abusers. I don’t see much working as a 

deterrent to many hard-wired social norms here in Alaska.  

4 - The interventions for abusive individuals in this state must also be funded and structured to heal 

families and generations. We must implement policies that end the cycle of abuse. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Having sex with a child is a criminal act. Period. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 



Reproductive rights are body autonomy and privacy rights. There can be no compromise here, and there 

is no place for government regulation of either. I will not compromise on any legislation that attempts to 

control an individual's body. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

Access to safe, affordable housing nationwide is a huge issue. The impact it has on survivors is often 

overlooked. I would look to states, such as Oregon, who have special programs to help mitigate some of 

the immediate impacts on emergent relocation. In addition, I have a multi-pronged housing plan, where 

we look at things such as our level of “airbnb” type units in Anchorage. These units have increased 40% 

in less than two years - nearly 2,000 housing units have been lost for resident occupancy.  I am following 

the research of think tanks, such as Sightline Institute, that are delineating best practices to encourage 

housing growth initiatives. I will continue to be at the table on all such discussions on housing needs and 

opportunities to resolve the crisis we currently have in Alaska. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

When police respond to a DV report, a social worker should be present to help mitigate and direct further 

responses. A loud and consistent educational message must be the root of our domestic violence 

response. The average Alaskan does not have a handle on what this violence actually is and is not, let 

alone the unintended but deeply rooted and long lasting consequences. A criminal justice response is 

needed, however it must be impactful. Looking at our recidivism rate for domestic violence, clearly there 

is a disconnect that must be addressed immediately, come the legislative session. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

There must be incentives, including funding, in place for successful intervention programs where the 

abuser will willingly attend. By adequately funding these programs, we acknowledge the cycle of violence 

is a multi-generational system where patterns of behavior can be reshaped in positive ways such that 

every family member learning new skills will bring a better impact to our generations going forward. The 

government has a large part to play in helping to stabilize families. 

Q13 



Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

Yes, I am familiar with our local AWAIC shelter and regularly donate. 

 

I am proud of the programs that provide assistance to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. It 

is my plan to maintain a knowledgeable staff, study the best practices and all available research, talk to 

stakeholders, and be diligent in bringing resolutions to our communities. We cannot afford to weakly fund 

these programs, as every dollar we believe we are saving is extracted at the cost of a childhood, a family, 

a future.  I am proud to note my staff has experience with domestic violence services, as a provider and a 

seeker. I will always ensure that I have a well-informed staff to navigate the needs of Alaskans. 

 


