
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Harriet A. Drummond 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State Representative House District 17 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

I'd like to see Alaska with NO sexual assault or domestic violence. Education, beginning as early as 

possible to teach children what is appropriate contact and what is not, so that they may know when to 

alert trusted adults as to inappropriate contacts they may suffer. I have cosponsored legislation this 

session that passed: HB 5: Sexual Assault; definition of “Consent;” by Rep. Tarr, became law as part of 

HB 325, Domestic Violence/Sexual Offenses/Consent; by Rep. Rasmussen, which I also cosponsored. I 

sponsored HB 214: Teen Dating Violence; Programs; Awareness Month, also known as Bree's Law, that 

became law in July 2018. And I have cosponsored Erin's Law as well as part of the Alaska Safe 

Children's Act. This critical education needs to be emphasized as children move through school and 

Bree's Law addresses this issue in secondary school, teaching teens about healthy relationships. Until we 

drives those rates of sexual assault and abuse down, shelters for abused women need to be well 

supported. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

We need to make sure that public safety is well funded and that victims get the services they need. We 

need to pass more laws that follow onto the Alaska Safe Children's Act, including Erin's Law and Bree's 

Law, and make sure these are properly funded so children and youth get the education that is so critical 

to wiping out this scourge. And I also believe that communities on the road system need to fund their own 

police departments instead of getting free service from the Troopers, so that Troopers are available in 

remote communities that now suffer with either not enough Village Public Safety Officers or troopers, or in 

most case, no public safety officers presence of any kind. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 



The state absolutely needs to step in and fund victim and survivor services and increase it when and 

where needed. We also need to keep up the pressure on the federal government to assist. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

We have made advances in partnering with Alaska's tribes through the passage of such bills as HB 184: 

Tribal Child Welfare Compact, Rep. Zulkosky's bill which became law in August 2022 and which I 

cosponsored, as well as tribal compacting in other areas of concern. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

Again it's difficult in small remote communities to be aware of such abuses but as I said above, Alaska 

has GOT to provide a VPSO or trooper in EVERY community and education at every level. Even if it's 

tricky because a VPSO might be related to others in the village, this has to be done. I admit that I don't 

know enough about identifying such family situations but I have paid attention to activities in neighboring 

homes in the past and notified the children's schools. I have been impressed with the knowledge that my 

neighborhood elementary school principal had of activities in certain families, but for the youngest kids 

that are not yet in school, neighbors and relatives must be educated to identify abusive situations with 

children present. Removing the abuser is alway a better solution than removing the child as child 

protective services are simply overwhelmed and I believe a child is better left with family. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

I believe this should be a crime. We made some progress in this direction this session by passing a bill 

that raised the minimum age of marriage in Alaska from 14 to 16, HB 62, Marriage 

Witnesses/Solemnization/Consent, by Rep. Claman. In this law, a minor under the age of 18 may only 

marry if the other party in the marriage is not more than three years old. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Absolutely reproductive rights should remain the choice of an individual, no matter the situation. 

Q10 



The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

Non-profits such as Cook Inlet Housing Authority and NeighborWorks in Anchorage are building 

affordable housing that is full immediately upon completion, while the private sector builders seem to be 

stalled. I think we need to find ways to support these agencies to build more, and Cook Inlet does have 

plans to do so. We also need to find a way to balance the wishes of property owners to rent their 

apartments or mother-in-law units for short term vacation rentals with the need for affordable housing, as 

the short term rentals remove these units from the year-round market that is in critical need of affordable 

housing. I know that the Anchorage Municipal Assembly is having discussions around this issue and if the 

state needs to get involved, I would support that effort. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

See education, above in my answer to question 3. I am aware of the Green Dot program that helps 

community members be aware of and to assist in potential cases of sexual and domestic violence. 

Education, education, education! 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

We cannot push the entire burden of such services onto the private or non-profit sector so I believe the 

state should step in and fund programs like these until other sources of funding can be found. The 

abusers certainly ought to contribute to the cost of these services if it doesn't pull funds from the support 

of their families. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I am familiar with both STAR and AWAIC in the Anchorage area and have supported both personally in 

the past and continue to do so. Some years ago I helped paint bedrooms at AWAIC in a community 

assistance day of service. And AWAIC has been successful at expanding their facility in Anchorage, 

which is located in the new district I am running to serve. I am not sure of their source of funding but if 

they need state funding I am willing to find a way to help. 

 


