
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Ashley Carrick 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State House District 35 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

One of the pillars of my campaign platform is to protect the health, safety, and wellbeing of Alaskans. 

Since receiving my Masters in Public Health focusing on mental health in 2020 from UAA and seeing the 

drastic effects the COVID-19 pandemic had on our already staggeringly high rates of domestic violence 

and assault, it is clear to me that we need to better fund and expand our domestic violence prevention 

programs. We also need to do better recognizing this domestic violence epidemic as a part of the broader 

mental health crisis Alaska has been facing for many years. I am prepared to work hard, work across 

party lines, and work with a long-term vision in mind that provides for the safety and well-being of 

Alaskans and counteracts the varied and complex causes of sexual assault and domestic violence 

prevalence in our state. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

The legislature needs to fully fund domestic violence prevention programs like the Council on Domestic 

Violence and Sexual Assault. We also need to expand the jurisdiction of agencies like the CDVSA to 

allow for more preventative measures. This includes expanding the ability for the Troopers and VPSOs to 

intervene in domestic violence situations. Most importantly, we need to make sure we are fully funding 

domestic violence prevention programs and ensure that these programs are able to continue the work of 

reducing the prevalence and severity of domestic violence in our state. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 

Although the Federal Government needs to hold up its end of the bargain when funding domestic 

violence prevention, the funding is becoming increasingly unreliable, as we saw in 2021 with the CDVSA. 

In the future, Alaska may need to fund its domestic violence programs without federal assistance. In that 

case, the State would need to partner with local nonprofits to provide equivalent and even increased 



levels of service. Although the future of federal funding for domestic violence prevention is uncertain, our 

challenges with domestic violence in Alaska are not diminishing. If the state has to do more in the coming 

years with less support from federal resources, the state will need to work in partnership with CDVSA and 

partnering organizations to find creative and community-based solutions to these challenges. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

Tribal governments have a unique position due to their community knowledge and proximity to domestic 

violence situations, and should be seen as a critical resource to help with domestic violence prevention. 

These entities have boots-on-the-ground knowledge of the community, local and cultural awareness, 

personal relationships with affected individuals, and the experience to help their communities combat 

domestic violence. The state should allow tribal governments greater autonomy and provide them the 

jurisdiction to combat domestic violence. In addition, the state should support this greater jurisdictional 

autonomy with increased monetary support and by acting in partnership towards resolving domestic 

violence challenges. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

It has been shown that children who grow up in traumatic household environments do worse in school 

and that the higher an individual's adverse childhood experience score- the more that academic and 

social outcomes are impacted going into adulthood. Children growing up in homes where abuse is part of 

their daily life need to, at a bare minimum, have access to counseling services while at school. For those 

in particularly divisive or dangerous home environments, it may be best to seek temporary removal from 

the traumatic home environment, either to the care of another guardian or family member, or to children's 

shelters until alternative housing can be found or the home environment can be mediated. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Yes. The age of adulthood is 18. While Alaska law does not recognize the age of adulthood as being 18 

in this case or in others, it is not reasonable that a 16 or 17 year old is able to fully consent to a sexual 

relationship with an adult who is nearly twice their age. This should be changed in statute. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 



Yes- The choice of someone to seek reproductive health care in any case is inherently a personal and 

private decision. This is also true in the case of incest, and for cases involving sexual and domestic 

violence. This is something that the Alaska Supreme Court recognizes as a constitutional right, despite 

the recent Dobbs ruling by the US Supreme Court overturning rights to abortion services at the federal 

level. This is a right that must be protected so that Alaskans may continue to make their own decisions 

about the reproductive health care services, including abortion, that they receive. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

Alaska needs to invest in affordable housing. With billions of dollars coming into the state from federal 

infrastructure money, there has never been a better time to build housing infrastructure.  Additionally, our 

state needs additional domestic violence shelter options as well as alternative and transitional housing for 

survivors so that they can be removed from unsafe environments and have the shelter and wraparound 

services needed to help them recover from their trauma. Permanent, alternative housing options for 

survivors of domestic violence needs to be affordable and accessible in order to empower survivors to 

leave their abusers and allow them to build long-term resilience and self-reliance. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

Mental health challenges in Alaska are a key factor related to domestic violence. My focus area for my 

Master’s in Public Health thesis was aimed at understanding Alaska's exceptionally high rates of adverse 

mental health outcomes. Although there is a criminal component to domestic violence cases, there is a 

much more pressing need to address the mental health issues that contribute to domestic violence. When 

law enforcement intervenes in domestic violence disputes, they need to have mental health professionals 

available as well. While there are situations where the criminal justice system needs to be involved, 

prevention at the community and mental health level is the way to prevent the most harm and lead to the 

most successful outcomes- reversing the trajectory of abusive behavior. Therapeutic, community-based 

interventions should be funded and promoted in Alaskan communities. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

Providing for the mental and behavioral health needs of Alaskans is a responsibility of the state, 

regardless of whether those services are being provided to domestic violence victims or perpetrators. The 



state needs to invest in services that support domestic violence perpetrators seeking behavioral health 

remediations, and provide greater opportunities for domestic violence abusers to seek therapeutic and 

long-term solutions within their home communities. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I look forward to using the knowledge gained from my personal and professional experiences to help 

guide the discussion on domestic violence and sexual assault mitigation. Here in Fairbanks, the Interior 

Alaska Center for Non–Violent Living provides many services for survivors of domestic violence. I look 

forward to working with them and other statewide advocates and entities like the CDVSA to craft fact-

based, effective, and enforceable policy relating to domestic violence and sexual assault prevention and 

intervention. 

 


