
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Andy Josephson 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

House District 13 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

This is mostly a problem about male behavior.  How do we make men see the "better angels of their 

nature"?  As a former prosecutor, we could say that we need to toughen up AS 11.41 and get serious 

about DV.  But, we've done that, largely.  I think it must come down to how we "socialize" boys and young 

men.  Perhaps its the gladiator, football adoration, culture?  It's certainly the abundance of weapons.  It's 

certainly alcoholism and other substance abuse.  It's also certainly a mental health problem...chronic 

depression and dual diagnosis issues.  I make no pretense that I have the answers.  I believe that men 

need to feel valued....this feeling will come from relationships, hobbies, and valuable work.  Faith can be 

helpful. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

Huge amounts.  I fought Senate Bill 91 harder than any other legislator because, contrary to its 

supporters, I thought that it did "touch on" DV and SA.  Otherwise, we need to NOT cut behavioral health 

grants and related funding for mental health programs.  As chair of the Health Finance Subcommittee in 

the House I have played that role--defender of these programs. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 

Please see my answer to No. 4.  We have the resources right now to avoid such cuts.  We lack 

leadership in the Governor's office. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 



I would support it.  I don't believe every service can be compacted, however.  Nor should they be.  I spent 

5 years living in rural Alaska.  I understand those communities pretty well.  Their wants and needs, etc. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

The MOA has (or had) a "Family Violence" misdemeanor.  This was an extra count or charge for 

conducting domestic violence in the presence of children.  This may be a needed reform to Title 11. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Generally, yes.  Definitely, if the 30 year old is in a position of authority.  It should not be an unclassified 

felony, however. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Yes, until the point of viability.  I oppose it in my personal life....I would not  want a daughter, 

granddaughter or niece to have an abortion in MOST circumstances.  As to the second part, of course, 

yes.  My opponent disagrees.  She would require a rape victim to take the baby to term. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

I am going to look at building out and capitalizing the new Alaska Housing Trust.  We need more 

affordable housing. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

I touched on this:  it would include pre-K, Parents as Teachers, etc.  It would include significant changes 

to gun laws. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

Yes, it is a government's responsibility.  Otherwise, the government is complicit when it repeats itself 



Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

Mostly, yes.  I have been to a couple of them, but not in the last 2 years.  Again, I am a progressive 

Democrat.  When people ask and make their case, we fund programs.  We have a Governor who is fairly 

indifferent, however.  At least based on past vetoes. 

 


