
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Rebecca Himschoot 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State House, District 2 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

When families are supported, violence goes down. Government investments can help reduce the stress 

Alaska families live with. From providing affordable transportation to supporting daycare and funding 

schools adequately and early, the legislature can play a direct role in relieving some of the burden 

families are feeling. My vision for Alaska is one free of violence in all forms, and the best route to realize 

this is through prevention. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

The perpetrators of assault must have their humanity restored and the legislature plays a role in providing 

programs to do this. But the absolute best role for elected officials is to support the prevention efforts 

already underway in the non-profit community with resources, including cultural revitalization efforts and 

domestic violence prevention programs. It will take all of us working together, it will take compassion, and 

it will take time. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 

There can be no higher priority than protecting all victims of domestic and sexual assault. Victims of 

domestic violence are far too often children, making this issue critical to the well-being of our future 

generations. Prevention is our best option, and building out existing programs hinges on funding from all 

sources, including the state. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 



Tribes are often leaders in delivery of social services in Alaska communities. They should be empowered 

and supported to do this valuable work. The tribes are closest to the people and the problems and should 

be empowered to play a leadership role in eradicating domestic violence and sexual assault. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

Prevention is key to protecting children and all victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. There are 

successful programs historically that bridge the public safety response and the classroom that should be 

fully funded: teachers who are informed that a child needs to be “handled with care” can make a huge 

difference in a child’s recovery. Ongoing mental health support for children and prevention programs for 

children should be fully funded. We know investments in the health of children early in life result in 

savings on social services later in life. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Under Alaska’s law it is not a crime and I encourage a review of this standard. Society has changed, 

especially with the advent of social media, and our laws may need to change, as well. Our understanding 

of brain development has also grown, and our new, more complete knowledge of the development and 

function of the teenage brain suggests the need for an age of consent greater than 16. Defining consent 

and ensuring young people understand the legal standard of “consent” were recent positive steps in this 

ongoing and evolving policy area. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Whether or not to have a child is an extremely private medical decision that Alaska’s Constitution and 

courts currently protect. I will protect both the Constitutional right to privacy and the process for appointing 

the judges who interpret the Constitution. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

In Yakutat the tribe has contracted with a Sitka builder to provide tiny homes as shelter for survivors of 

domestic violence; in Hoonah the tribe is using local timber to build modular homes that can be shipped 

and stood up in any community; the Sitka Assembly has updated code to better manage the increase in 



short-term rentals. These local solutions can all be supported by the legislature, including funding the 

studies to determine the causes and potential solutions to Alaska’s growing housing crisis. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

Prevention is our best solution and over time we will build the capacity to address this problem from both 

sides: prevention and public safety. This shift will take time, commitment, and compassion and will need 

to be supported appropriately over time (fund the public safety side while building the prevention side until 

the funding can tip more to the prevention side). 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

The government can provide support for healing houses, especially as part of a tribal compacting and 

community-driven effort. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I have been a supporter and frequent donor to the Sitkans Against Family Violence shelter and its 

programs. The proceeds of my assembly campaign were donated to SAFV, along with many other 

donations over the years. 

 


