
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Ken McCarty 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State Senate - District L 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

Healthy relations is crucial in the home, neighborhood, village, and State.  Respect coincides with healthy 

behaviors and community of functioning.  Healthy values, morals, and traditions should not be assumed 

rather taught repetitiously in the home, school, workplace, and government.  As a mental health 

professional (Marital Family Therapist) I have been significantly involved to inform and redirect individuals 

and families toward healthy functioning.  For over 25 years I have been on task forces to educate about 

sexual assault and domestic violence, doing walks, and flying banners from my office.  As a state 

legislator I will continue to promote awareness and expectation of healthy living.  In addition, my daughter 

has followed by working in a foreign country to help those effected by sexual abuse and domestic 

violence through awareness, building business / employment options, and schools. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

First, is the commitment to fund efficacious programs that demonstrate reduction in sexual assault and 

domestic violence. 

Second, to affirm corrective laws to state that it is not okay to abuse or assault others 

Third, is to praise those who are demonstrating role modeling of healthy functioning. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 

Awareness  and influence toward healthy living is not attained through money rather through information 

and the will of the recipient.  Every village must make a stance to accept or reject a value.  Compromise 

to take a stance is making a stance to the opposite direction.  It is important that any program must 

demonstrate objective efficacy to the public of private donations or the state government. 

Q6 



Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

I believe that Alaska Native women are unfortunately affected by domestic violence.  I do not believe 

there is a disproportionately discrimination devised on a select group of women rather whether the 

traditional values of a people group have succumb compromising values of respect for others.  This 

dynamic has unfortunately been seen throughout the world.  For us in Alaska we desire that all women 

and men are free of D.V. and sexual assault. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

Involvement of extended families, neighbors, and community is important.  Children are resilient which 

should be enforced.  Children should be informed of healthy relationship in the home, families, church, 

schools, and social gatherings. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

I believe in the current laws that protects our minors.  As a mandated reporter I am obligated to follow our 

laws.  As a policy maker I want to protect our youth. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Respondent skipped this question 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

The housing shortage has multiple reasons: cost of housing, over taxation for property taxes, drugs, 

mental health, choice to live homeless, etc.  There is a great need for a workforce and infrastructure 

expansion programs with company town projects which could provide housing for individuals and families 

who work. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 



D.V. has been a response by women shelters, RESPECT programs, churches, tribes, mental health 

agencies, and criminal justice.  A strong joint choirs will make a larger impact in our state.  I have seen it 

done with success elsewhere. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

D.V. programs is the responsibility of all.  Peer / community pressure and presence will make a difference 

over government authoritarianism. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I have been a strong supporter of programs as a therapist, advocate, Trustee of Alaska Mental Health 

Trust, and legislator.  Continued support of efficacious programs is my intent. 

 


