
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Forrest Dunbar 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State Senate, District J 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 
The Legislature must lead the way in making Alaska safe for all of our residents, and that cannot happen 

unless we tackle the scourge of sexual assault and domestic violence head on. I have been on a number 

of ride-alongs with the APD, and it is tragic how many of their calls are domestic violence related. The 

levels of domestic and sexual violence in Alaska are simply unacceptable. 

 

While on the Anchorage Assembly, I sponsored and passed an ordinance to allow domestic violence 

survivors to remove their name from a searchable property database, after advocates informed the 

Municipality that this left some survivors vulnerable to their abusers. As Public Safety Chair, I held the first 

hearing on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Anchorage’s history. I also support 

homeless services, not only because it is intrinsicly the humane thing to do, but because we know that 

residents experiencing homelessness are much more likely to be subject to physical and sexual violence, 

and, with my colleagues, I created the first Municipal fund in Anchorage’s history to reduce domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and child abuse.  

 

Becoming a safer community requires mobilizing men as allies, providing education on consent, 

bystander intervention and what healthy and unhealthy relationships look like. My Senate Office will also 

work with community partners to make sure written resources are posted in locations where victims can 

easily and safely access the information they need, like bathrooms and changing rooms. Finally, as 

detailed more below, I believe we need considerable more funding for treatment, survivor support, and 

data-driven interventions proven to reduce recidivism. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

It must be a first-order priority for the Legislature. It is our responsibility to keep our community safe. The 

primary ways in which we do that are funding for proven interventions, changing the civil and criminal 

laws as necessary, and connecting constituents who need help to services. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 



The State should increase funding to prevent any shortfalls in these crucial services. That may take a 

genuine effort to find additional revenue, but it’s worth it when here in Anchorage more than 50% of adult 

women have experienced intimate partner violence and/or sexual violence in their lifetimes. I was a co-

sponsor of Anchorage's Alcohol Tax, and then worked with my colleagues--particularly Members Zaletel, 

LaFrance, and Quinn-Davidson--to get $2 million dedicated to child abuse and domestic violence 

prevention grants, as well as $2 million to early childhood education. As a State Senator, I will build on 

these successes, and see that funding is directed towards the best-performing and highest-value 

programs. We must also supplement these programs with increased investments in mental health, 

housing, and substance abuse treatment, all of which reduce the vulnerability of women and children to 

further violence. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

As stated above, as Public Safety Chair and during my time on the Assembly as a whole, I have 

prioritized Alaska Native issues, including the issue of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 

Girls. We must also acknowledge the disproportionate domestic and sexual violence perpetrated on our 

Indigenous people. I support tribes’ abilities to use their inherent sovereignty and legal powers to 

strengthen local responses for survivors. Today there are also Alaska Native-led groups, like Native 

People’s Action, who have brought the issue of MMIWG to the forefront, and the Legislature must be 

receptive and responsive to their leadership on this issue. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

There are many remedies needed to keep our children safe and protected from abuse. Some must be led 

by the justice system, while others are more appropriate for community groups and tribes.  I’ll highlight my 

advocacy on the alcohol tax as an example of how I’ll respond to this issue. I’ve always argued that the 

alcohol tax passed by Anchorage voters must be used for certain purposes: public safety, addressing 

child abuse and sexual assault, substance misuse and mental health treatment, and homelessness. The 

new revenue is now going to fund new, promising programs like the Mental Health First Responders, a 

program that has worked in other cities to both improve outcomes for residents and free up police officers 

for more serious crimes; additional prosecutors focused specifically on domestic violence; expanding Pre-

k access in Anchorage; and grants to reduce D/V, child abuse, and sexual assault, led by the nonprofit 

community. These funds will also provide the bulk of the operational funding for the new plan to address 

homelessness, including the portions requested by the Bronson Administration. These are services that 

the Municipality has not provided before. All of these services have a direct impact on the health and 



safety of children. I prioritized children’s safety on the Assembly and we made real progress, I’ll do the 

same in the State Senate. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Yes, it should be a crime. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

I am strongly pro-choice and will fight to protect access to safe, legal abortion. These are dangerous 

times for Alaskans’ basic rights to privacy and bodily autonomy. We need State Senators who will stand 

up for reproductive freedom and who will help defend Alaska from the Lower-48 special interest groups 

who are going to put more money into the state now that Roe has been overturned. I’m ready to join the 

fight in the State Senate against those who would see the right to privacy in Alaska overturned. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 
Affordable housing is key to healthy neighborhoods and a vibrant economy. As you indicate, it is also a 

safety issue; housing instability and homelessness are one of our largest drivers of domestic violence and 

put residents at risk of sexual abuse and trafficking as well. 

 

The single greatest roadblock to affordable housing and housing access is a shortage of supply. On the 

Assembly, I have sponsored ordinances to make it easier and cheaper to build housing. Occasionally, 

those efforts would run up against state laws that prevented further action; I will target those laws for 

reform. In addition to building new housing, we need to reform our laws to make it less expensive to 

renovate existing units that are coming to the end of their productive life. I have supported these efforts 

through direct votes for funding on the Assembly, and will look for opportunities to do so in the State 

Legislature. 

 

I am also a strong believer in establishing an Alaska Housing Trust. While I know that the Trust was set 

up this year, I do not believe it yet has the financial resources to make a significant difference. I will seek 

to increase funding for the Trust in the years to come. I would also like to see such a Trust partner with 

Alaska Native organizations, such as Regional Corporations with significant land holdings or Cook Inlet 

Housing Authority, if nothing else then to learn from the latter’s deep experience and knowledge on 

housing management and construction. 

 

Many of our land-use decisions also tie to housing access– zoning, barriers to in-fill development, transit-

supported development, and transportation infrastructure all play a major role in constructing cities that 

allow for greater density and improved livability. In Anchorage in particular, we must be mindful that large 

transportation projects do not bisect communities, damage multimodal transportation, actively knock 



down houses, or take land out of consideration for housing construction. Those projects are often directed 

by the State Department of Transportation, which I will seek to work closely with in the Senate. We have 

the land we need to greatly improve affordability and access in Anchorage, if we just use it appropriately. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 
We know that treatment of all kinds, mental health, behavioral health, substance misuse, traumatic brain 

injury, and more is needed to improve wellness in our society. That, in turn, can reduce recidivism and 

domestic violence. We should seek additional federal, private, and Mental Health Trust dollars to build 

sustainable mental health and treatment infrastructure, including a “23-Hour Crisis” short-term 

stabilization Center to complement Anchorage’s Mental Health First Responders program, which I helped 

to initially fund. On the Assembly I also advocated for responsibly deploying the $15 million for treatment 

mandated by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska in the sale of ML&P. That facility needs to come 

online, most likely at the former Golden Lion, which is owned by the Municipality. 

 

Other specific ideas at the State level include:  

 

- Affordable, accessible housing (see last answer). 

- Cash grants/direct monetary support for survivors that allow them to retain rentals, vehicles, etc. that are 

at risk of going away. 

- Prioritizing policies that will allow orgs, etc. to pay their staff a living wage tied to local cost of living. 

- Seeking input from victims and survivors to inform policy making - and ensuring that those giving input 

are representative of the diversity of the state (race, socioeconomic status, rural vs urban, etc.). 

- Ensuring that the PFD is accessible to survivors who have lost access to any required documents, 

qualifiers, etc. and that survivors are able to receive their payments in a timely manner. 

- Making sure the definition of domestic violence includes all types of abuse, including economic, and that 

there are pathways for redress that do not include criminal legal system. 

- Expanding access to unemployment insurance and disability insurance for survivors 

- Creating a path for expungement of DV-related evictions, so people can break out of the cycle of 

housing instability and violence. 

- Evidence-based counseling programs and other proven interventions to reduce perpetrator recidivism. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

Yes, I think this is something the State should fund, in part because it will reduce recidivism and costs to 

the State in the long run. Right now, a lack of basic social services in our state is failing the survivors of 

abuse in our state and is impeding our ability to adequately prevent, identify or deal with perpetrators. If 

we can provide basic services for mental health, housing, substance abuse, etc. that will go a long way to 

helping us respond to perpetrators of abuse in the way that best serves survivors and limits the cyclical 

spread of abuse. 



Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 
I am familiar with some of the programs, yes. It has been several years since I have visited a shelter 

dedicated to this purpose. I have, of course, visited other programs and shelters, like Covenant House, 

that serve people who have experienced DV and sexual assault, but have a broader mission involving 

homelessness more generally. I would welcome the opportunity to visit any program, if possible. 

 

Funding is my primary plan to provide support, as I have done on the Assembly (in some cases with 

direct grants to programs like AWAIC), but I will also work with the providers on legal changes if program 

leaders feel they are necessary to better prevent abuse and deliver services. 

 


