
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Matt Claman 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

State Senate, District H 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

We must continue to work together to address sexual assault and domestic violence and make Alaska a 

safe place for all. I have and will continue to support legislation and appropriations that will help prevent 

domestic violence and sexual assault and make services more readily available to survivors. When 

possible, I hope to continue to volunteer (pro bono) as an attorney in divorce cases for individuals who 

are victims of domestic violence. In 2016, I received the Bryan P. Timbers Pro Bono award from the 

Alaska Bar Association for my work with ANDVSA representing victims of domestic violence in divorce 

cases. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

Public safety is one of the core functions of government. We must make sure we adequately fund our 

efforts to prevent domestic violence and sexual assault and provide services to victims. A significant way 

we can reduce the epidemic in sexual assault and sexual abuse in Alaska is better investment in police 

and prosecutors. Alaska has the highest sexual assault rate in the nation, nearly four times the national 

average, and similarly high rates of sexual abuse; yet legislative changes to our laws have done little to 

change these disturbing statistics. In rural Alaska, unfortunately, we see high turnover in both the State 

Troopers and the prosecutors’ office, which increases the challenges to succeed. In many rural 

communities, the community knows that public safety resources are often inaccessible. I am committed to 

improving public safety and making wise use of our public safety resources. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 

During my service in the legislature, in my private life, and in my professional life, I have worked with 

colleagues and community members to combat sexual offenses in Alaska. I worked with the Department 

of Law Budget Subcommittee Chair to increase funding for sex crimes prosecutors and investigators—

even when governor’s administrations did not seek the additional funding. I continue to support hiring 



additional prosecutors, funding CDVSA and ANDVSA programs that help victims, and hiring sex crimes 

investigators in rural Alaska. 

 

Additionally, we should work with our federal delegation to increase federal funds for victims and 

survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. At a minimum, state funding should keep pace with 

inflation, and we should consider increasing state funding as part of our work to improve the effectiveness 

of victim and survivor services. And we must always remember that the investigation of offenses and 

prosecution of offenders is an essential component of effective victim and survivor services. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

I support tribal recognition policies and legislation and support tribes’ work in support of local responses 

for victims and survivors. Additionally, an important goal of justice reform is to focus criminal justice 

system resources on serious and violent crime. Alaska has for many years had high rates of violent crime 

and high rates of domestic violence and sexual assault; half of all adult women in Alaska have been the 

victim of one or both of those crimes. When the Alaska Criminal Justice Commission solicited input from 

victims’ groups (including victims and advocates in rural Alaska) about how best to improve victim safety, 

services, and support; victims’ advocates said a top priority was to expand programs focused on crime 

prevention and bystander intervention. The Commission thus recommended, and the legislature agreed, 

to make violence prevention and bystander intervention a priority for reinvestment. Funds allocated with 

the passage of justice reform were directed to the CDVSA to continue and expand upon primary 

prevention programming throughout Alaska. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

The State should support efforts to prevent adverse childhood experiences (“ACEs”), including sexual 

assault, sexual abuse, and dating violence and support those who have experienced ACEs. Additionally, I 

support primary prevention programs that target children and youth, because research shows that the 

experiences these at-risk children and youth have early on in life can be highly predictive of either 

perpetrating or experiencing violence later in life. The programs counteract these early negative 

experiences and attempt to build more positive narratives and resiliency for the youth who participate. I 

am pleased that CDVSA partners with ANDVSA to receive funding for programs related to victims and 

violence prevention services. 

 

Finally, as part of House Bill 62 (2022), a bill that I introduced, we raised the minimum marriage age in 

Alaska from 14 to 16 and now require court approval for those who are 16 or 17 and want to marry. I 



support raising the minimum age to 18 and I will continue to support efforts to educate youth on these 

important subjects. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

As discussed above, in HB 62, we eliminated child marriage for individuals under 16 and restricted 

marriage for those who are 16 or 17 to a person within 3 years of their own age. The age of consent in 

Alaska has been 16 for many decades. I have heard from individuals who had consensual sexual 

relations with an adult when the individual was 16 or 17, and these individuals are concerned about 

raising the age of consent. Moving forward, we should have further conversations with Alaskans about 

whether to criminalize conduct that is legal today. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Yes. The Alaska Constitution protects our right to privacy and gives Alaskans a greater right to privacy 

than the United States Constitution. Part of our right to privacy set forth in Article I, Section 22 of the 

Alaska Constitution includes privacy with respect to medical care: these decisions are personal, private 

decisions that must be left for individuals and families to decide. As an elected representative, I do not 

want to interfere with how women manage their health and autonomy. Rather, I will work to protect their 

privacy as they make sensitive, personal decisions. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

Alaska should continue to improve access to and the supply of lower-cost housing that can provide a safe 

refuge to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. As we work together to address the complex 

issues related to homelessness, we’re learning more about the need to address the underlying causes 

including mental illness and substance abuse. We need to put people on a path to more permanent 

housing. Additionally, the "one stop shop" model–where clients can access a multitude of services (such 

as such as substance abuse treatment, employment, and other support) in one setting instead of having 

to travel from location to location–is a step in the right direction to addressing homelessness in 

Anchorage.  

 

The Municipality of Anchorage continues to consider options to increase housing opportunities for 

Anchorage’s homeless population. Moving forward, I will continue to back supportive housing projects 

that house our homeless, support those in the behavioral health system, and provide safe refuge to 

individuals experiencing violence. As legislators, we want to give our communities the support they need 

to make them safer, more hospitable places for all. 



Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

My understanding is the current legal structure in Alaska includes both a criminal component (including 

physical assault, sexual assault, and sexual abuse crimes) and a civil component (including domestic 

violence restraining orders, divorce/custody matters, personal injury claims, and sexual harassment 

claims). The civil components do not require a prosecuting attorney to accept the case for prosecution 

and victims can proceed on their own (representing themself) or with the assistance of counsel. We 

should continue the current legal structure while increasing support for criminal investigation and 

prosecution—particularly in rural Alaska. In addition, we should look for ways to improve the outcome for 

victims and survivors and reduce the incidence of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

Sadly, with permission from the victim, many individuals accused of domestic abuse return to their 

families and the abuse sometimes continues after their return. Providing services to the abuser may be a 

way to reduce the incidence of domestic violence and sexual assault. Whether to provide such services 

needs further research and discussion prior to any implementation. While I do not believe it is the 

government’s responsibility to provide these services, if such services are shown to be effective and 

improve public safety, it may be reasonable for the government to provide support for these services. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I am very familiar with local programs and will continue to support them. I have visited programs several 

times over the years in Anchorage and in rural Alaska. 

 


