
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Janice Park 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

Senate district F 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 
I believe that we need increased funding for treatment and counseling. Women at risk often have no 

recourse other than to stay with the abuser.  

In particular, the rights to bodily autonomy and reproductive choice must be maintained to give women 

vision of their own futures. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 
I believe we have the responsibility to see that village public safety officers are fully funded. assaults in 

rural areas victims may go days without being reported leaving the victim in close proximity to the abuser. 

The legislature should fund resources other than public safety officers so that abuse parties have 

somewhere to turn to in order to leave an abuser.  

We must also be certain that rape kits and other forensic tools are funded and used to the fullest 

advantage. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 
As stated above, funding the services must be a priority. I propose that some money for these come out 

of the money earmarked for oil tax credits. Training and education for counselors /peer support should 

also be a priority.  

We need a better System for accountability of offenders with an eye towards reducing recidivism. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

Again the services must be funded appropriately as discussed above. 

Q7 



Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

Pre-K is a particularly good tool for assessing ACES And identifying children at risk. Early intervention 

can literally save lives of women as well as their children. 

Q8 

What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

Yes it is a crime. Statutory rape should be charged as a crime. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

I believe all women should have a complete choice of a range of reproductive services and that their right 

to privacy should not be impaired by any government intervention. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

I believe that there are a number of vacant public that could be converted for low cost housing. It is a 

shame that right now we have a hotel sitting empty in anchorage that could shelter houseless individuals 

including victims of domestic violence. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

I believe the appropriate criminal justice response should be available; however as mentioned above we 

should have resources for peer counseling and other kinds of therapy to prevent recidivism in cases 

where families could be maintained together. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

There must be dedicated funding for such programs. Again we have over $1 billion going out of state and 

oil tax credits that could benefit families and provide jobs, particularly in mental health, right here in 

Alaska. 

Q13 



Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

I am familiar with many of the programs. I have donated to AWAIC both with money and goods to the 

shelter. However I don’t feel these services should rely only on the charitable impulses of others and 

should be funded by government agencies. 

 


