
Q1 

Please provide your name: 

Lisa A. Murkowski 

Q2 

Which office and district are you running for? 

U.S. Senate 

Q3 

What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic 

violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 

It is unacceptable that Alaska is the deadliest state for women. Addressing Alaska’s dire statistics of 

domestic violence and sexual assault will continue to be a top priority. As a senior Appropriator, I have 

been working on policy reforms, such as the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act, and 

funding prevention and victim services. However, we know there is still so much work to be done. We 

have to invest in prevention and education efforts to stop the cycles of violence, which stem from 

childhood trauma and other risk factors. We know that adults with highly adverse childhood experiences 

(ACEs) are at high risk for domestic violence. Investing in culturally responsive victim services, as well as 

research and prevention, can also help reduce the incidence of domestic violence and sexual assault in 

Alaska. 

Q4 

What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in 

advancing efforts to intervene in and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual 

assault in the state? 

Just as I believe it takes a village to raise healthy and strong children, we know that tackling Alaska’s high 

statistics of domestic violence and sexual assault takes an ‘all hands on deck’ approach. I am grateful for 

State efforts to address the rape kit backlog, and believe we have made some progress there. But there 

is much more to be done. I take every effort to work closely with Alaskans on community responses to 

prevent, respond to, and ultimately eliminate domestic violence and sexual assault in Alaska. 

Q5 

Victim/Survivor services in Alaska have been flat funded for many years and are facing a 

potential shortfall in future years due to decreasing federal funds.  What are your thoughts 

on state funding to provide support services for victims of domestic and sexual violence? 
We must ensure our victim and survivor services are appropriately funded, and that those serving the 

most vulnerable make a livable wage. At the federal level, I have been a strong advocate for many years 

to address federal funding streams for Alaska programs. In June 2021, I hosted a roundtable on the 

impact of Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding in Alaska. It was unsettling to hear testimony from victim 

service organizations struggling in the face of cuts to their budget due to a decrease in federal VOCA 

funding. Underfunding programs affects organizations’ ability to answer calls and, ultimately, save lives.  

  



Our providers are facing burnout and are in dire need of support—which is why I pushed for the VOCA 

Fix Act, and worked to educate my colleagues about the significance of this funding for Alaskans. The bill 

was signed into law during the summer of 2021, and we are working on implementation. In the meantime, 

I have secured multiple congressionally-directed spending requests for Alaska programs. In fiscal year 

2022, I secured $5 million for the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault to provide 

programmatic support for victim service organizations statewide. For fiscal year 2023, I am working to 

secure over $6 million for Alaska victim service organizations, to ensure they are adequately funded while 

the VOCA fund stabilizes at the federal level. 

Q6 

Alaska Native women are disproportionately affected by domestic violence and sexual 

assault. What are your thoughts on supporting Alaska tribes’ ability to strengthen local 

responses for survivors? 

I have long been a champion for the improvement, reform, and development of public safety in rural 

Alaska—from leading the charge on the VAWA reauthorization to passing Savanna’s Act. I have worked 

to write and pass meaningful laws that provide funding to empower Tribes and Tribal courts to partner 

with federal and state officials in exercising criminal jurisdiction on Tribal land. Now that we have the tools 

in place, we can focus on implementation, which includes educating Alaskans about the programs, 

securing funding and resources to get the Alaska Tribal Public Safety Empowerment Act pilot up and 

going, and coordinating with the State on jurisdiction issues. 

Q7 

Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an 

abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What 

remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

We know that early childhood trauma has a devastating effect on youth brain development, and can also 

lead to health problems that last into adulthood and even throughout generations. I share the concerns 

about the impacts of trauma and the factors related to adverse childhood experiences. To protect 

children, and to respond to the needs of those who have already experienced trauma, we need to bolster 

trauma-informed training in schools, health care settings, social service agencies, among first-responders, 

and throughout the justice system. In the current Congress, I am cosponsoring the RISE from Trauma 

Act, which would significantly increase resources for communities to address the impact of trauma. This 

bipartisan legislation also expands upon provisions I helped to pass in 2018, in the 21st Century Cures 

Act. Those provisions created a federal task force to establish a national strategy and promote best 

practices, created a $50 million program to boost mental health awareness in schools, increased funding 

for CDC research into ACEs, and expanded the National Health Services Corps loan repayment program 

to allow clinicians to serve in schools. 

Q8 



What is your opinion about an adult over the age of 30 having sex with someone that is only 

16 or 17.  Should it be a crime? 

While the age of legal consent in Alaska is 16, I am concerned about the power dynamics between a 

teenager and an adult. Consent must always be respected and no one’s body or sexuality should ever be 

violated. 

Q9 

Do you believe reproductive rights should be the choice of an individual? If you do not, do 

you believe there should be choice for victims of incest, sexual and/or domestic violence? 

Yes. I recognize abortion is an issue where many hold deep and conflicting views. I support a woman’s 

right to make her own reproductive health decisions within reasonable limitations, in line with what a 

strong majority of Alaskans believe. Following the Dobbs decision, I worked with a bipartisan group of 

senators to introduce the Reproductive Freedom for All Act. Our bill protects a woman’s right to an 

abortion and ensures access to contraception while also protecting religious freedoms and provider 

conscience protections. 

Q10 

The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting 

domestic and sexual violence survivors’ ability to move forward with their lives.  What would 

be your ideas to address this? 

Housing is one of the most pressing issues in our state, along with inflation and workforce issues. The 

housing shortage is detrimentally affecting Alaskan families, especially those in crisis. We need to make 

sure there are transitional and permanent affordable housing options available for our most vulnerable. At 

the federal level, I have quite a bit underway to help. Our bipartisan infrastructure law provides historic 

investments for water, sewer, and broadband – which are also key pieces of the housing puzzle. As a 

result of our new infrastructure law, roughly $2.5 billion has been announced for Alaska, and many of 

those dollars are funding housing-related projects that will improve the quality of Alaskans’ lives. I’m also 

working with advocates from across Alaska to secure vital funding in the congressionally directed 

spending process. In August 2022, I secured $23.2 million for projects to increase affordable housing 

throughout Alaska and reduce homelessness in the fiscal year 2023 Senate T-HUD Appropriations bill. 

There is much more to be done, specifically to ensure survivors have access to safe and affordable 

housing. I will continue to work with my colleagues at the federal level to make this a priority. 

Q11 

Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response.  Please 

share any ideas you have of other types of responses. 

In addition to a criminal justice response to domestic violence, we should be supporting community 

responses. I believe programs such as the Rape Prevention and Education Grant program, administered 

by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Injury Center, are essential in promoting 



community education and prevention of domestic violence. Additionally, it is important to engage children 

and youth through community outreach. Our reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act from 

earlier this year includes programs to improve violence reduction practices, such as the SMART 

Prevention grant program, which focuses on engaging youth and men as leaders and influencers of social 

norms. 

Q12 

Currently there is no dedicated funding for programs to provide services to engage 

individuals who have abused their families.  What would be your ideas to address how to 

provide services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners?  Do you feel this is 

the responsibility of the government? 

Rehabilitation is important. The U.S. Department of Justice has conducted a report on batterer 

intervention programs, as a way to hold batterers accountable for their abusive and sometimes violent 

behavior. Some of the initial studies suggest these programs reduce abuse, but more research is needed 

on this issue. I am willing to work with the appropriate federal agencies on all evidenced-based proposed 

solutions to reduce and eradicate domestic violence and sexual assault. 

Q13 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault 

services to victims across Alaska? Have you recently visited your local domestic 

violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program? What is your plan to support 

these programs? 

My team and I make every effort to visit as many domestic violence and sexual assault shelters and 

programs as possible during our travels throughout Alaska. I am very familiar with all the programs in our 

state. I will continue to support these programs through legislation, including seeing through the 

reauthorization of the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) and the implementation of 

the VAWA reauthorization and the VOCA Fix Act. As a senior member of the Appropriations Committee, I 

will continue to advocate for funding to address domestic violence and sexual assault prevention and 

response in Alaska in the next Congress, including through the congressionally directed spending 

process. 

 


